PLAYING FIGURE OF TABLE SOCCER 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to the field of table soccer, which 
is also known as foosball or babyfoot, and in particular to a playing figure of the table 
soccer having a selectively fitted counterweight for different postures of the playing 
figure. 

2. The Related Art 

[0002] Table soccer has been a widely popular game for a long time. The table 
soccer is played on a table on which a number of parallel arranged actuating rods are 
mounted. The rods are both axially movable and rotatable. Playing figures or 
"men" are mounted on the rods and are driven by players with the rods to hit a ball on 
the table surface. The playing figures are usually of two postures, one for vertical 
and the other for horizontal. In the former, the playing figure that has a body portion 
and a leg portion is oriented in a vertical direction with the leg portion located below 
the body portion and the actuating rod and close to the table surface for "blocking" 
the movement of the ball, while in the later, the playing figure is horizontally oriented 
whereby the body portion and the leg portion are substantially on the same horizontal 
plane as the actuating rod, leaving a large gap between the figure and the table surface 
for the pass of the ball. The horizontal posture allows a player to quick respond but 
leaves the goal zone un-protected by the figure. 

[0003] Improvements on the playing figure to enhance the controllability of the 
ball by the players are known. However, teaching regarding selective change of 
figure posture was not available in the prior art. 

[0004] What is thus desired to provide by the present invention is a table soccer 
playing figure that allows for ready and selective change of figure posture to suit 
different requirements for professional players and new hands. 



1 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



[0005] The present invention provides a table soccer figure that is selectively 
fitted with a counterweight whereby the figure can be selectively oriented in different 
postures. 

[0006] More specifically, the present invention provides a table soccer playing 
figure comprising a figure body that is mounted to an axially movable and rotatable 
actuating rod of a table soccer to take a vertical posture and a counterweight made in 
the form of a jacket for removably fitting over the figure body to change the figure 
from the vertical posture to a horizontal posture. The removable counterweight 
allows players of the table soccer to selectively play with figures of either vertical 
posture or horizontal posture by dismounting/mounting the jacket from/to the figure 
body. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The present invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art by 
reading the following description of a preferred embodiment thereof, with reference to 
the attached drawings, in which: 

[0008] Figure 1 is a perspective view of a table soccer playing figure with a 
counterweight in the form of a jacket in accordance with the present invention 
removed from the figure; 

[0009] Figure 2 is similar to Figure 1, but with the counterweight jacket fitted on 
the figure; 

[0010] Figure 3 is a side elevational view showing two possible postures of the 
playing figure; 

[0011] Figure 4 is a perspective view of a soccer table in which playing figures 
constructed in accordance with the present invention are mounted; and 
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[0012] Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of the soccer table of Figure 4 with legs 
of the table removed for simplicity. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0013] With reference to the drawings and in particular to Figures 4 and 5, a tale 
soccer 10 comprises a table 12 having opposite, spaced and parallel side walls 14 and 
actuating rods 16 rotatably and axially movably extending between the walls 14. 
Legs 18 are arranged bellow the table 12 for supporting the table 12 on a fixture (not 
shown). Playing figures 20 are mounted on the rods 16 and are axially movable and 
rotatable in unison with the actuating rod 16 for hitting, blocking and otherwise 
controlling a ball 22 (see Figure 5). 

[0014] In order to drive the ball 22 toward an opponent's goal zone, a player 
must hit the ball 22 with one of the figures 20 in a vertical posture, while keeping the 
remaining figures 20 in a horizontal posture, as illustrated in Figure 5. Thus, the 
figures 20 must be rotatable between the vertical posture and the horizontal posture. 
This is also shown in Figure 3 wherein the vertical posture is shown in solid lines, 
while the horizontal posture with phantom lines. Double arrow A of Figure 3 
indicates the rotation of the figure 20 between the two postures by being driven 
through the actuating rod 16. 

[0015] Referring now to Figures 1 and 2, a playing figure constructed in 
accordance with the present invention, also designated with reference numeral 20 for 
simplicity, comprises a body portion 30 defining a transversely extending through 
hole 32 through which the actuating rod extends in a tight fitting manner or otherwise 
fixed to the body portion 30. A leg portion 34 and a head portion 36 are formed on 
opposite sides of the body portion 30 with respect to the actuating rod 36 (or the 
through hole 32). 

[0016] The body portion 30, the leg portion 34 and the head portion 36 are 
integrally formed and are configured to have a center of gravity located in the leg 
portion 34 or a lower section of the body portion 30 that is on the same side as the leg 
portion 34 with respect to the through hole 32. Thus, when the figure 20 is mounted 
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on the actuating rod 16, the figure 20 takes the vertical posture under the action of the 
gravity, as illustrated in solid lines of Figure 3. 

[0017] A jacket 38 is selectively fitted over the head portion 36 and an upper 
section of the body portion 30 that is located on the same side as the heat portion 36 
with respect to the through hole 32. The jacket 38 may be designed for decoration 
purposes only. In this respect, the jacket 38 is made lightweight in order not to 
significantly change the center of gravity of the figure 20 and thus maintaining the 
original posture of the figure 20. 

[0018] However, in accordance with the present invention, the jacket 38 is made 
of substantial weight whereby the jacket 38 serves as a counterweight for balance of 
the gravity of the figure 20 itself. In this respect, the weight of the jacket 38 can be 
made arbitrary and the figure 20 is thus tilted at an angle determined by the ratio 
between the weights of the figure 20 and the jacket 38. In the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention, the weight of the jacket 38 is made substantially the same as 
that of the figure 20, making the center of gravity of the figure and the jacket together 
substantially coincident with the through hole 32 (or the actuating rod 16) whereby 
the figure 20 takes a horizontal posture as illustrated in phantom lines of Figure 3. 

[0019] The jacket 38 is formed with slits 40 that make lower portions of the 
jacket 38 resilient to help fitting onto the figure 20 in a tight but removable manner. 
Thus, a table soccer player may selectively mount the jacket 38 to the figure 20 to 
play the figures in eight vertical or horizontal postures. 

[0020] Apparently, the counterweight that is made in the form of a jacket in the 
preferred embodiment can be made in different forms other than the jacket as 
illustrated. For example, the figure itself may be made in horizontal posture, while a 
skirt that is of substantial weight is removably attached to a lower portion of the 
figure to selectively convert the horizontal posture into a vertical posture. 

[0021] Although the present invention has been described with reference to the 
preferred embodiment thereof, it is apparent to those skilled in the art that a variety of 
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modifications and changes may be made without departing from the scope of the 
present invention which is intended to be defined by the appended claims. 
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